This is a list of what needs to be done for every Great Dane that comes into NWFLGDR Inc.  

First and foremost, try to get the complete vet records from the owners if at all possible and make sure the Great Dane is of sound temperament.  Each Great Dane should go to vet for a wellness check if we have no records or if the Great Dane is due for a check up.  Please remember that NWFLGDR Inc. must have a copy of the results for each test for the Great Dane’s permanent records.
1. Great Danes will receive all necessary vaccinations (rabies, boardatella, etc.).

2. Great Danes will be tested for Heart Worms and Ehrlicia (usually the same test), and then put on preventative if negative.  If the Great Dane tests positive for HW, call before proceeding with any treatment.

3. Great Danes should have a fecal test. If the Great Dane is positive for tapeworm, Giardia, or other parasites we will need to seek treatment from the vet.  

4. Great Danes should have their ears examined for mites or infection and treated if necessary.  We will only do a “deep cleaning” or “ear flush” as a last resort in most cases.  Call first.

5. Great Danes will be spayed or neutered as soon as possible.  
6. ***Great Danes will be microchipped!!  Have the vet scan the Great Dane and record chip # if there is a chip already.  I usually recommend having the chip inserted at the time of spay or neuter when possible.  
7. All appointments need to be approved by the President. If vet visits or treatment that was not approved by the 
Things NWFLGDR Inc. will not approve:  pain meds after spay/neuter, teeth cleaning, baths, trimming nails, etc. or any vet visits or treatment that was not approved by the President.  If there is a genuine concern about something that has not been mentioned, call the President first.

Torn or blown cruciates/ACL's, elbow and severe (bilateral) hip dysplasia – First of all, no Great Dane with these known issues should be brought into NWFLGDR Inc.  That being said; fund raising must be done first., by the state that brought the Great Dane into NWFLGDR Inc., before surgery is performed, to cover the cost of the surgery.  These are not life threatening issues.  A torn cruciate may be healed with proper care, nutrition, and supplements.

Keeping the Great Dane crated with proper supervision and restricted exercise (short walks, on leash if necessary, a couple times a day) may give the injury an opportunity to heal without surgery.  This may take up to 6 months to heal.  We do not do surgery until we have tried to "heal" the injury and been unsuccessful.  This also gives each state the time to do fundraising before the surgery, if surgery is needed.  If it is deemed the injury will not heal on it’s own, call the SC or RC to discuss how to proceed.

Leg amputations are a NO; a Great Dane cannot have quality of life without all 4 legs, too heavy.  (Call if the Great Dane is really small, like 100 lbs. or less full grown)

EMERGENCIES - Call first.  If the Great Dane can be "fixed" with treatment/surgery, having a good quality of life, without being on pain meds long term after recovery; approval may be given depending on the cost of treatment/surgery.  The Great Dane must have a 70% chance of surviving treatment/surgery, recovery, and quality life there after. 
